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Daniel Benedict, retired staff, GBOD writes regarding New Year’s Eve Service
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Methodists have a long tradition of making covenant with God at the new year, although most do not currently practice covenant making in the rigorous way of the early Methodists. Our hymnal has the vestiges of the covenant service in the prayer that begins, "I am no longer my own, but thine." ("A Covenant Prayer in the Weleyan Tradition," 607, The United Methodist Hymnal) Wesley's journal entries give us a glimpse of the size of gatherings and the sense of the powerful work of grace.
Sun. JANUARY 1, 1775. - We had a larger congregation at the renewal of the Covenant than we have had for many years; and I do not know that ever we had a greater blessing. Afterwards many desired to return thanks, either for a sense of pardon, for full salvation, or for a fresh manifestation of his grace, healing all their backslidings. — John Wesley's Journal, Works of Wesley
Sun. JANUARY 2, 1780. - We had the largest congregation at the renewal of our covenant with God, which ever met upon the occasion; and we were thoroughly convinced, that God was not departed from us. He never will, unless we first depart from him. — John Wesley's Journal, Works of Wesley
Sat. JANUARY 1, 1785. - Whether this be the last or no, may it be the best year of my life! Sunday, 2. A larger number of people were present this evening at the renewal of our covenant with God, than was ever seen before on the occasion. — John Wesley's Journal, Works of Wesley
~~~~~
The Watchnight Service will be a covenant renewal service of the Wesleyan sort. Covenant renewal is rigorous and requires preparation of the people, as well as means of sustained support and accountability afterwards. There is no such thing as "covenant renewal lite." To do that is to demean the heart of our tradition and to render it pabulum for the soul. We will be using the Covenant Prayer of John Wesley during the Watchnight Service, so do take time then to to look back and forward with eyes of faith in company with one another and with God and prepare yourself with the covenant ritual inserted in the bulletin.  See you then at Watchnight!
Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
































































































