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THE ADVENT WREATH

“An advent wreath is a ring or set of four candles, usually made with evergreen cuttings, that is used for household devotion by Christians during the season of Advent. Many churches illuminate these candles in succession as part of their Sunday services during the four weeks leading up to Christmas (the Advent season). There are several interpretations of the symbolism of the advent wreath. The underlying symbolism is the accumulation of light as an expression of the growing anticipation of the birth of Jesus Christ, who is seen as "the light of the world" in Christian faith.

In some traditions the first candle is often called the prophet's candle, and is meant to signify the hope of Jesus' arrival. The second is generally called the Bethlehem candle, reminding Christians that God appeared to them in a humble manner; Bethlehem was located in the territory of one of the least powerful tribes of Israel. The third candle is the shepherds' candle, representing the joy that more than half of Advent is over. The final candle is the angels' candle, symbolizing their peace and the message of good news that they offer.

In other traditions that use five candles the First Candle, the candle of Hope represents the Patriarchs of the faith. The second candle, the candle of Peace represents prophets who foretold of Jesus' birth, the third Candle is the Candle of Love and it represents John the Baptist who came to prepare the way for Christ and the fourth candle is called the candle of joy and represents Mary the mother of Jesus. The fifth and final candle which is usually white represents Jesus Christ and is lit on Christmas day.” 

(From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_wreath)

This is the tradition we are using for this year. I have also invited different church families to have their turn at lighting the Advent Candle that we may one family at a time, in this community, own the good news for ourselves: that we look forward to a God who will return to the world He has redeemed and we will stay watchful servants until He comes.
Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
































































































