

On the first of January, I met up with a church member quite by accident at West Coast Park. I had heard that her husband had died recently while traveling with her in India. They were celebrating their 34th year of marriage when he suddenly collapsed in the hotel room. As I did not turn up at the funeral wake of her husband, I was glad to bump into her and allow her to fill me in on the details. 

She shared that that fateful day was a Sunday morning and even in that state of mind, she was able to remember the time of the worship service in Singapore and waited till service was over before she rang her son. Many church members heard about the news only during refreshment time when her son, who was equally shocked by the news, let out a shout. Many wondered why she did not call earlier, her reply was simply this, “The people are worshipping God during that hour, I cannot disrupt their worship. It is God’s time. Moreover, with the news that I had, it would be better that they had uninterrupted time with the Lord before they heard from me.” 
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Too often, we have allowed ourselves to saunter in and out of the Lord’s presence without a single thought about how He would feel. We do not hallow it and tell ourselves that this hour and a half belongs to the Lord alone and we would not allow anyone, anything to disrupt that time. When turning our hand-phones to silent, we are only taking care of the needs of our neighbor in the pew. Have we deemed it our personal responsibility to keep that phone out of reach during worship time (especially for those of us who are addicted to it)? When do we take care of God’s interests at worship? Can we determine like this sister, that nothing, not even personal emergencies should disrupt the Lord’s time. Sometimes we allow more trivial things e.g. an SMS to disrupt our worship. Liturgy (leitourgia) is a Greek composite word meaning originally a public duty, a service to the state undertaken by a citizen. Worship is carrying out our duties as citizens of the great King. So worship is work, if we are truly at it. It is not a “spa-experience” where we come in expecting to relax and come away evaluating its usefulness on the basis of whether it succeeded to soothe our senses or not. 

Let’s determine that we will worship the Father with all of our hearts, minds and strength this Sunday and every Sunday!
· Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
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Direction to holy communion chancels





Second row to form behind the first row





Return to pews/chairs





Basket to dispose holy communion cups
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