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Moses & his 40 days
(Deuteronomy 9: 7-12)

In most of the publicity materials on 40 Days of purpose is the listing of the many 40-day encounters by the people of God. As we move closer to the start of the 40 DOP campaign, I thought it worthwhile to just briefly share some of these encounters.

[image: image2.wmf]Moses’ 40 days were spent on Mount Sinai listening to God’s instructions on how his redeemed people were going to live before Him now that they had left Egypt. Out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness, the Lord proclaimed all the commands, decrees and laws that the people were to follow in the land he is giving them to possess. At the end, he received the two stone tablets inscribed personally by the finger of God to show them. Moses wasn’t supposed to go up alone. In fact, he started out with all the leading men and elders of the tribes. However, frightened by the thundering sound of God’s voice and his glory, they decided that they will send Moses as their proxy to hear whatever it is that the Lord wants to say and they will listen and obey! 
[image: image3.wmf]The unity of the people at the Red Sea was short-lived indeed. No sooner had they left the scene of deliverance and triumph, when discontent, disagreement, distrust shored up. Moses found himself swarmed day and night judging between people. It was a strenuous time for him, listening and informing different parties about God’s decrees and laws in each and every instance. Did Moses need these 40 days?
 The people seemed in greater need for such a time. If only the Lord spoke to all the people on the Mountain instead of with Moses alone, he would have an easier job along the way. 

[image: image4.wmf]Yet, we find that God agreed with the requests of the people to have Moses stay and hear out everything alone while the rest waited at the foot of the Mountain. God had his reasons. Among the many reasons, I think the 40 days equipped Moses to become their walking-talking canon against which they could judge if they had turned aside to the right or to the left of what God had commanded. On the Mountain, he was also totally enveloped in the glory of God so much so that it became reflected on His face, a glory that He was to defend faithfully before the people throughout their pilgrimage. 
“Is the 40 days of purpose meant for me? I know my purpose in life. What’s in it for me?” Have you ever considered the possibility that 

· you are to go through the Campaign for the sake of others? There are brothers and sisters in the community groping for their purpose in life and they need the living examples of those who have firmly grasped it for themselves to show them the way. You can journey as their walking-talking guide and bring others in the community to a more faithful walk with God.
· God wants to deepen your perception of his glory. We need constantly to be challenged by the greatness of God and His plans for those whom he has saved. Can you defend his glory with your life? Can you unequivocally defend his glory before your spouse, children, parents, colleagues, friends?

– Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
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