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Do you remember seeing ‘colors’ when you enter into the sanctuary? 

Well, I’m not talking the colors of the clothes that people wear, or the colors of their hair. 

I’m referring to the color of the piece of cloth known as ‘paraments’, or sometimes known as ‘frontals’ or ‘falls’, which is hung in front of the pulpit and lectern. 

Do you know what the color represents? Favorite color of whoever is preaching that day? Well, someone’s favorite color may be hanging up there, but that’s not what it means.

These colors are known as the liturgical colors. They are used to signify the day or the season of the Christian year. And they express the emotions and ideas that are associated with each of the seasons of the Christian year.

There are basically 4 colors, namely RED, WHITE, PURPLE and GREEN. (In some denominations, BLACK and BLUE are included.)

RED is the color for Pentecost Sunday, because it calls to mind the flames that descended upon the Church on that Day of Pentecost. In some church traditions, RED is used in the Holy Week, because it signifies the blood of Christ.

WHITE (or GOLD) is the color of celebration, joy and peace (in the Western World). It also symbolizes purity. As such, it is the color used for both Easter and Christmas season. 

The Easter season stretches from Easter Sunday to the Pentecost Sunday, while the Christmas season stretches from Eve of Christmas to Epiphany, i.e. the first Sunday in January.

(The word ‘Epiphany’ means ‘shining forth’. It takes into account the birth of Jesus and all His childhood events, right up to His baptism at the Jordon River.)

PURPLE is the color of humility and inward reflection. As such, it is used in the period of Lent (40 days before Easter) in preparation for Easter. As it is also a color that symbolizes wealth, power and royalty, it is used in the period of Advent (4 Sundays before Christmas) in preparation for the birth of Christ the King.

GREEN is the color of growth and life, and is used in the ordinary seasons, i.e. the Seasons after Epiphany and after Pentecost, (which is the color that we see in our worship service today.)

It is interesting to know how Christians, as early as those in the 4th century, were able to put such creativities into worship. Through the use of colors, they were able to set the mood, the tone, and the theme emphasizing the redemptive action of God through His Son. 

Color, like music, plays an important role in the life of God’s worshipping people. Just like church symbols, it helps one to meditate on the seasons of the Christian year, so as to prepare one’s heart for worship. It allows one to enter together with the wider Body of Christ, into seasons of mourning and contemplating, and into seasons of celebrating and rejoicing.

In the world today, we associate colors with things, occasions or events, e.g. RED for Chinese New Year, BLACK for funeral, WHITE for bridal gowns, BLUE for boys and RED for girls. 

Schools have colors (e.g. graduation gowns and doctoral robes). Traffic lights have colors. Electrical wirings have colors. And so do soccer teams!

It is unfortunate to observe how sometimes, one can be so caught up with the ‘colors of the world’, engrossed with shopping for clothing with a particular color to suit a festive season, and yet to the ‘colors of the season’ – the liturgical colors, one can be found to be ignorant of them, even after attending church for many years. 

Today, what colors do we see when we come into the sanctuary? Have we taken notice of those ‘colors’, which are meant to help us meditate upon the season? Have we, in anyway, taken for granted their purpose, seeing them as an attempt to decorate, rather than to remind? Or are we focusing on the ‘wrong’ colors? The color of someone’s clothes? Or the color of someone’s hair?

The next time when we step into the sanctuary, look at the ‘colors’. Meditate upon the season which the color represents. Give thanks to God for what He has done, for what He has ‘colored’ our lives with. And then, worship Him with ‘true colors’, with hearts that are pure, and with the whole of our hearts for Him.
- Ps Evan Seah




TRANSFORMATION CONFERENCE 2006


- THE BIBLE AND THE DA VINCI CODE





Date:		8th July ’06 (Sat)


Time:		3pm – 6pm


Venue:	Main Sanctuary





Please register yourselves (and the friends whom you intend to bring) with Kim Huat at the booth downstairs after the service for planning and tea catering purposes.























2

