

What’s so “Maundy” about Maundy Thursday?
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As a Christian who has been in the church for many years, and has even been through bible college, I was a little bit embarrassed when I could not explain what the word ‘Maundy’ means, when someone asked me that question two years ago. (Fortunately, I was not a pastor yet!)

All I did know then was that Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Friday, set aside to commemorate the events that occurred at the Last Supper. And that’s all.

So I grew up in church with the assumption that the Maundy Thursday service held in church, was all about commemorating the Last Supper. For what event could be more significant than the Last Supper but the Last Supper itself, I thought.

But this question came to me as a bolt from the blue that day. I realized that there must be something about ‘Maundy’. Since I did not understand what it means, I could not say that I have fully understood the significance of the Maundy Thursday service.

So the search for the meaning of the word ‘Maundy’ began…

And the answer is ……… that ‘Maundy’ is a word that is derived from the Latin mandatum in the phrase “mandatum novum do vobis”, which means ‘a new commandment I give unto you’, found in John 13:34.

That was what Jesus spoke about during the Last Supper when He declared:

‘A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ (John 13:34-35)

That night before He was betrayed, Jesus commanded His disciples to love one another and exemplified that love by washing their feet. For which, He explained:
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‘If I then, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.’ (John 13:14)

Well, I don’t know about you. But that day when I discovered the answer, it was as if my eyes were opened and my heart strangely warmed. I realized that the Maundy Thursday’s service is not just about commemorating the Last Supper, but to remember the commandment that Jesus gave: that we are to love one another.

How are we ‘loving one another’ in the church, in our ministry, or in our service to the Lord? Have we been gossiping about each other, grumbling about each other, and talking behind each others’ back?

Wouldn’t it be heartbreaking for Jesus, if He returns and sees his disciples not loving one another, after He had ‘washed their feet’ and laid down His life for them?

This period of Lent, and the coming Maundy Thursday, may we as a church, remember not just the Great commandment, as in loving God with all our heart, soul and mind (Matthew 22:37), but also the NEW commandment that Jesus gave to us; that on the night before He was betrayed, He commanded us to LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

– By Ps Evan Seah

To be continued…

(Next week, I will be sharing about how churches in the past had celebrated Maundy Thursday, and what we, at Charis MC will be having at the Maundy Thursday Night Service. Stay tuned!)
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