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Admission into Membership in Charis MC 

PREAMBLE
Membership is a process that best marks and maintains a believer's commitment to life transformation, while working to insure the integrity, unity, and building up of the church. Thus, membership is more like discipleship rather than enlistment. Membership is not about an organization, but about the living organism of Christ's Body. It is not about privilege, but about becoming more like Christ in the context of a local and worldwide community. "So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness" (Colossians 2:6-7).
At Charis MC, we are open to all whom God has awakened and support them with the healing and equipping power of the Holy Spirit in His church. The principles of Christian conduct as expressed in our mission statement and core values are to be the maturing life goals of all who are invited into membership.
REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP? 

•
Applicant must have a professed personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

•
Membership includes a believer's voluntary submission to a prescribed set of standards for Christian life and practice, and assent to participate in the maturing opportunities offered by Charis MC e.g. Bible study, classes, small groups. In choosing to become a member, a Christian chooses to follow those expectations. 

•
Doctrinal commitment is important to the unity and stability of church membership. All applicants are therefore required to complete the approved course of instruction for prospective members, which clearly teaches the history, theological distinctives and mission of the Methodist Church in Singapore.

•
Mutual accountability is essential to the maturity of the church member. Believers who choose membership in Charis MC voluntarily accept being held accountable for their Christian faith and practice. The church's expectations for its members are clearly stated and printed in the Book of Discipline.

•
Church discipline is essential in preserving the unity of the church membership. Discipline of members should be corporately understood and accepted as it protects the integrity and unity of the church.

•
The goal of membership is not accumulation of numbers, but the spiritual development of the Christian constituency. 

•
Applicants will be interviewed by the pastor and/or membership instructor who will verify the person's conversion, baptism and willingness to commit to a holy Christian life, and

•
giving affirmative answers to the questions for membership before a public worship service of the church 
The sequence of some steps may vary according to individual need. The purpose is to allow new believers or transfers to:

a.
identify life issues and receive assistance;
b.
identify theological/doctrinal questions and attain answers; and
c.
learn the mission of the church and express commitment to it i.e. have to be attending church regularly for at least a year.
The person meeting the requirements above shall be admitted to all the privileges of membership.
When the conditions of membership are met, the steps to be undertaken subsequently include:

•
If membership with previous church has expired, the transferee may apply formally to Charis MC using the prescribed membership form (available in the pamphlet racks along the walls lining the stairs). Upon receipt of this form, we would proceed to receive the transferee formally into the Charis community in a worship service. If we know the transferee’s previous church, we will drop a note to them to notify them that he/she is now a formal member of Charis MC.

• 
If membership with previous church is still valid, the transferee needs to write to the pastor of that church expressing the desire to transfer to Charis MC and the date upon which the transfer would be effected. This letter should be copied to us so that we can follow up on the matter. Upon receipt of acknowledgment from the other church, we would proceed to receive the transferee formally into the Charis community in a worship service and inform them that he/she is now a member of Charis MC.

REINSTATEMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

Members who have withdrawn from the church with no complaints against them at the time, may by action of the LCEC be reinstated into membership if the following conditions are met:

•
evidence of present faith in Christ;

•
reaffirmation of the Membership Covenant. 

PREPARATORY MEMBERS

Upon reaching the sixteenth birthday, youths baptized since their infancy or childhood may apply for adult membership. To be admitted to voting membership, they will be reviewed by the pastor with other adults in the community who have nurtured them, with a view to character cultivation and Christian nurture. Finally, they must answer satisfactorily the questions for adult membership before a public worship service of the church.


TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP OUT OF CHARIS MC

Members wishing to join another church may inform the church pastor in writing and a letter of transfer will be given to the other church. This letter will be valid for one year or until it is presented to the pastor of the new church which shall receive them into membership. After that they shall be responsible to the new church for their conduct and life. It shall be the duty of the pastor receiving the candidate to notify us when the reception into membership has taken place.

– Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
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