[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Christians in the Current

Financial Situation

Many conservative investors who have bought structured products linked to the collapsed US investment bank Lehman Brothers, or products like DBS Group’s High Notes 5 series, Morgan Stanley Pinnacles Notes and Merrill Lynch Jubilee Notes have lost their hard-earned savings by investing in them. Such financial products clearly did not suit the risk profiles of these consumers. Unaware of the high risks involved in the financial product when buying the product, they became innocent victims of misrepresentation by the financial institutions that distributed the structured products. Some of these investors are hard pressed, others… completely devastated. 
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Psychiatrists are bracing themselves to see more Singaporeans  seeking help for clinical depression and anxiety. Many also fear job losses, failed investments and lower property values.        Dr Yeo Seem Huat, a psychiatrist, said: “This crisis will affect different levels of people — from housewives to workers to directors of companies. So I think, compared to SARS, September 11, this one is more intense, is more serious.” 
Among these victims, are brothers and sisters in our community who are not out to gamble in their investments but who have gone for these bonds thinking that they are low-risk. A new prayer published on the Church of England website aims to help people caught up in the current difficult financial situation. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, said: “At this time of international financial turbulence, it is important that the Church should be offering the opportunity for prayer and reflection.” So let us be found offering up prayers for one another and those we know affected by the crisis.

One such prayer that has been visited many times online by investors in distress is printed below. It is written by Rev Peter Moger, the Archbishops' Council’s National Worship Development Officer. Let this prayer be a catalyst to start us in a more intense journey of prayer during this crisis.

The prayer reads: 
“Lord God, we live in disturbing days, across the world, prices rise, debts increase, banks collapse, jobs are taken away, and fragile security is under threat. Loving God, meet us in our fear and hear our prayer: be a tower of strength amidst the shifting sands, and a light in the darkness; help us receive your gift of peace, and fix our hearts where true joys are to be found, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
– Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
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