[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.wmf]
Confirmation
Confirmation is one of the least understood rites in the Christian church. We vaguely understand the rite to be a mere formality that those who have been baptized as infants or children have to go through when they reach the age of 16. Sometimes, it is even seen as unnecessary. All that is needed is to receive Christ. 

This perhaps misunderstands the role and meaning of Confirmation and Infant/Child baptism. At infant baptism, the child is baptized into the body of Christ on account of the faith of the parents. The child does not profess faith himself. 

As it is important for the child to profess faith and own the faith himself, the rite of Confirmation is therefore an important component in the spiritual life of the child as it complements the sacrament of infant baptism by providing the child an opportunity to renew his covenant to God publicly. This is known as covenant ratification.
[image: image3.wmf]

If we look at the lives of the patriarchs, we find that all three – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all experienced covenant ratification. Abraham was obviously not born into the household of God. Even though he had responded to faith to God’s call in Genesis 12, there was twice the Lord ratified the covenant with him (Genesis 15 and 17). As for Isaac and Jacob, as descendants of Abraham, they were born into God’s household. And yet, God deemed it necessary for them to respond in faith to Him personally and when they did respond in faith and obedience, God ratified His covenant with them (Genesis 26:1-6 records the ratification with Isaac and 28:10-22 records the ratification with Jacob). 

Thus the rite of Confirmation is best seen as a rite of the first public covenant ratification following infant/child baptism. Just as we do not only pray to receive Christ privately but desire to be baptized as a public testimony, 

likewise, for those who were infant/child baptized, Confirmation is the rite whereby we can publicly profess our faith and allegiance to God. Through the rite of Confirmation, we declare our intention to own our faith directly, and not through the mediation of our parents any longer. For the Methodist Church in Singapore, sixteen is considered the ‘age of discretion’ whereby a person is deemed mature enough to take this step towards spiritual independence. 

So Confirmation is an important marker in one’s spiritual journey. It marks the time when the confirmand declares his intention to own the faith of his parents himself. It marks the beginning of his personal Christian journey whereby he becomes directly accountable to God.

In conjunction with the confirmand’s ratification of his covenant with God personally, the confirmand is also received into the membership of the church and is expected to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of a member. 

As Christianity is not merely a personal faith but also has a social and communal dimension, the private ratification of the covenant when the child prays to receive Christ on his own, should be complemented by a public ratification of the covenant through the rite of Confirmation. So, those who have reached sixteen are invited to publicly ratify what they have privately professed - their covenant with God through the rite of Confirmation and be received into membership of Charis Methodist. 

P.S. Those who will have reached the age of 16, on December 25th 2006, are invited to attend a Confirmation briefing next Sunday, 15th October, at 11am in the Conference Room.

- Pastor Wilfred Leow



TRANSFORMATION CONFERENCE 2006


- THE BIBLE AND THE DA VINCI CODE





Date:		8th July ’06 (Sat)


Time:		3pm – 6pm


Venue:	Main Sanctuary





Please register yourselves (and the friends whom you intend to bring) with Kim Huat at the booth downstairs after the service for planning and tea catering purposes.
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