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What will you do with

God’s Holiness?
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Our Daily Bread 2003 September 5th had this devotion:


How many of us come to the Lord conscious of God's holiness? Sometimes we forget that God is not like man although He does love us dearly. We will yet come without any compunction about the need to be holy as He is holy. When we know there is sin in church, what are we to do? Can we carry on as if nothing happened? The Apostle Paul attended to the issue of sin in the community immediately and did not leave things to chance. He will want us to provide counsel, chastisement, rebuke when we read his letter to the Corinthians. 


A community in sin will quench the Spirit of God, it will kill the church. Let us not look towards our neighbor and start pointing fingers, “so who do you think pastor is talking about?” I think we need to go and search ourselves and our own households and ask the Lord, “Is it I?” “What's my part in the sin of the community?” For the Israelites, every household was laid bare before the Lord when they lost the battle at Ai. Lots were taken till the searchlight of the Lord identified the family. Let's begin with ourselves as we search our own selves, the lives in our families and take responsibility over what we discover.

A pastor once said, “We usually have the idea in our heads that if we sin less than the other guy we will be fine. Our goal becomes to sin less than the average Christian. But is that really the correct solution? Sin, but only a little. No, our goal should be to not sin at all. There is no acceptable level of sinning." We are admonished in the Bible to be holy as the Lord is holy. Will you commit yourself to holiness? Or will you have the goal of sinning just a little less than the average Christian? The decision is yours. What will it be? I hope that you choose to live holy lives and not just sin a little less than the other person. I hope you will choose to be sanctified so that the body of Christ becomes the radiant bride before the Bridegroom comes and not be responsible for soiling her.
“Be ye Holy for I am Holy.”

Let's not take the Lord's presence and Name in vain and carry on with business as usual because then the cutting edge of our witness is blunted, the Name of the Lord shamed. Let the zeal of the Lord consume us only then will renewal take place! 
– Rev Tan-Yeo Lay Suan
“Dead flies putrefy the perfumer's ointment, . . . so does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor.” [Ecclesiastes 10:1]





It started as a seedling on the slopes of the Colorado Rockies some 500 years ago. For centuries it had stood tall, enduring violent winds, lightning strikes, blizzards, even avalanches. Now, however, the once-towering tree is just a mound of decaying wood. 





What caused its demise? A horde of beetles had attacked it, gnawing away until that skyscraper of nature surrendered to those tiny pests and toppled over. 





That's also the tragic story of many Christians. For long years they stood tall for God. They resisted temptations, weathered crises, and were bold in the strength divinely provided. But little sins began to eat away at their lives--little lies, little compromises with greed or lust, sins that gradually eroded their character. And suddenly they fell. 





Song of Solomon 2:15 states, "Catch us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines." This colorful Old Testament verse should sound a loud alarm in our consciences. We must not tolerate the little evils that eat away at the roots of our lives. Otherwise, our once-strong witness for Christ will become a silenced casualty of sin. Let's confess those "tiny" evils to God now, before they lead to a big fall. --VCG 





Nothing between, like worldly pleasure,


Habits of life, though harmless they seem,


Must not my heart from Him ever sever--


He is my all! There's nothing between.


--Tindley





A big fall begins with a little stumble.
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