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SUN, 10 JAN
GROWING IN INTIMACY
JOHN 15: 1-8
What is God saying to me through today's sermon?
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What is God saying to me through today's
discussion questions?
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MON, 11 JAN
DEUTERONOMY 4:1-14

Moses reminds Israel of their past connections with God
and call on Israel to obey Yahweh as they enter and take
hold of the proimised land. Particularly, he warns Israel
not to rekindle Yahweh’s judgment brought by their
idolatry at Baal-Peor (Num 25). Now the punishment of
wandering in the desert is over, and the Israelites are
about to inherit Yahweh’s promised land. The ten
commandments is reread so that they may live and
prosper their nation, and be envied by the world as a
nation with God.
How was the law received by the Israelites and how were
they supposed to do to keep the commandments (v.1)?
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What do I think is the purpose of God giving
me the law (v.1,6,9)?

When God comes near us, we will be changed
to become righteous like Christ. Am I living
out this righteousness in my family, work and
social circles? Identify an area of my life
which is in need of change towards
fruitfulness in God. Pray.
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TUES, 12 JAN
PSALM 73

This is the first psalm in Book Three of Psalms. Here, the
psalmist contrasts righteousness and wickedness. The
psalmist starts with his declaration of God' goodness, but
immediately recounts how he had envied the prosperity of
the wicked. This led the psalmist to disillusions that the
wicked are receiving rewards instead of punishments.
Likewise, our following and worshiping of God is often
unrewarding, delusional and frustrating. What keep the
psalmist going is his drawing near and seeking refuge in
God. Will we draw near to God too?
What differentiates the people of God and the wicked?
What is not a factor of differentiation (v.3, 12)?
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Why is the riches and prosperity of the
wicked not to be envied by me? Instead,
what should I desire?

Read v23-28 again. Is this how I am feeling
right now? What needs to change to get me
nearer to God?
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WED, 13 JAN
ECCLESIASTES 5:1-32

In our passage today, the preacher (King Solomon)
cautions us against the vanities that are often found in
our religious worship of God. How may we guard
ourselves against such vanities? The preacher advises
some wisdom as we draw near to God.
What am I to do when I draw near to God (v.3)? What
should I not be hasty to do (v.2)?
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Why should the above attitude be my
approach to draw near to God?

Have I been hasty in making promises and
commitments to God and have not been
hearing Him? How may I prioritise hearing
God above making sacrifices and offering to
Him?
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THUR, 14 JAN
HEBREWS 11:1-6

After introducing the theme of faithfulness in the earlier
verses, the author of Hebrews exalts the character of
faith throughout chapter 11. The author draws examples
from the OT heroes of faith and how they live faith out.
Faith is determined (as one definition in this passage) by
hope in God’s promises. This is essential in our drawing
near to God as it pleases Him.
What must I have absolutely to please God when I draw near
to Him (v.6)?
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According to today's passage, what is faith?

Faith enables our minds, hearts and hands to
grow in intimacy with God. Are my thoughts,
emotions and actions in tandem with my
faith in God? Repent.
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FRI, 15 JAN
JAMES 4:1-10

In today's verses, James offers guidance on what
Christian wisdom looks like in action in our relationships
with others and with God. True wisdom comes when we
deny our inner worldly desires and turn towards God.
Otherwise, we will continue to wage quarrels, fights and
war with others and with God. Turning away from the
world and resisting the devil is a MUST before we can
draw near to God.
What is the root cause of my bad relationships with other
people (v1-2)?

11 EGAP

What does it mean to say that "to be a
friend of the world is to be an enemy of
God?" Why is the world against God?

How may I draw nearer to God and further
away from my worldly desires? List some
practical steps.
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SAT, 16 JAN
TAKE THIS DAY TO CATCH UP ON ANY
READINGS MISSED DURING THE WEEK.
What has God shown me this week (at work, at home, in my
small group) that I want to give thanks for and remember in my
heart?
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What are some key thoughts from my small
group discussion regarding this week's
sermon and questions?
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