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//

13 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

INTRODUCTION
As dazed nations across the globe emerge
from COVID-19 lock-down into a new
normal, how can the unchanging Word of
God help us make sense of our place in a
changed church, a changed society, and a
changed world? Journey with us through
the letters of Paul, the songs of Wesley,
and the prophecies of Micah as they tell of
Christ around us, in us, and through us.
May God's Word be on our lips and in our
hearts each day, so that we are able to
walk confidently with Jesus through a
shaken world.

JESUS, WESLEY AND US
Journey
through
the
experiences,
convictions, deeds and songs of John
and Charles Wesley as they point us to
the grace of God that enables us to live
lives of holiness, joy, and love.

JESUS, WESLEY AND US

SERMON

//

13 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

DATE

Click on the day for today's reading.

…but for the grace of God
Genesis 3:14-21

13/9
16/9
19/9

14/9
17/9

15/9
18/9

…but for the least of these
Micah 6:8,
Matthew 24:31-46

20/9
23/9
26/9

21/9
24/9

22/9
25/9

…but for all our loves and life
Psalm 145
Ephesians 5:18-20

27/9
30/9
3/10

28/9
1/10

29/9
2/10

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

01
SUN, 13 SEP 2020

…But For The Grace Of God
Genesis 3:14-21
What is God saying to me through today's
sermon?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

02
What is God saying to me through today's discussion
questions?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

03
MON, 14 SEP 2020
John 1:9-13
As we begin a new reading series on
Methodism, let us start from the
fundamentals of what it means for
us to be Christians. God is the one
reconciliating the world to Himself,
not the other way round. No one has
ever seen God, but the true light
came to shine in our dark world, so
that we might see God again. Jesus
Christ, the "Word of God," entered
our world in human form so that all
of us may know God once again. As
Methodists, we believe that God's
fullness of grace is offered and
prevenient to all humanity.

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

04
From v9 to v13, as the true light was coming into the
world, how did the world respond and what was the
outcome?

Referring to v17, what did John mean in saying "the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ?"

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

05
What does it mean to me to receive "grace upon grace"
(v16), the fullness of God's grace?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

06
TUE, 15 SEP 2020
Genesis 3:8-24
We live in a fallen world. Today's
passage provides a glimpse into
what happened in the beginning,
when humanity fell into sin. Adam
and Eve hid from God after they
rebelled against His only restriction
by eating from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil.
Henceforth, humanity and creation
suffered from a broken relationship
with God, the Creator and Giver of
all life, and hence we cannot be
allowed to live forever as long as
we know evil.
This "Original sin" is carried in the
lives of all the offspring of this first
humankind - Adam and Eve - and
has corrupted every aspect of
humanity.

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

07
How did Adam and Eve respond to God in v8 to v13?

How did God respond to their sin?

What are some evidences of grace in this Genesis account?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

08
What was behind Adam and Eve's reactions to God?

If God is asking me, "where are you", how would I respond to
Him now?

Even in my sin can I see "grace, God's grace - grace that is
greater than all our sin"?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

09
WED, 16 SEP 2020
Joshua 20
After Israel entered the Promised
Land, God ensured that Joshua
carried out His instructions on land
distribution. What is interesting
here is the provision of cities of
refuge for manslayers - people who
killed accidentally.
According to the law of Moses,
murderers are to be punished by
death and avengers may kill them.
Yet God provided cities of refuge for
these manslayers to find shelter and
be afforded a rightful sentence in
time.

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

10
According to the passage, what punishment and grace is given
to the manslayer?

What two characters of God can we know from His provision
of cities of refuge in the Promised Land?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

11
How may we, whether as individuals or a church, offer refuge
to the sojourners and strangers among us?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

12
THU, 17 SEP 2020
Ephesians 2:1-10
In this passage, Paul plainly
describes humanity's hopelessness
without God. We were dead in our
rebellion against God as we
followed other false gods and
powers in this world. We deserved
the wrath and judgement of God.
Yet God chose to save us and make
us alive in Jesus Christ. Why should
He do so?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

13
In v4-7, what are the four characters of God which compel
Him to save wretches like us?

According to v8-9, why may no one boast about his/her
salvation?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

14
Reflecting on v10, what is the purpose of God saving me?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

15
FRI, 18 SEP 2020
James 2:14-19;
Philippians 2:12-18
James corrects the readers of his
letter about their wrong notions of
faith and belief in God. Some of
these readers may think about belief
in God as just an idea or concept. To
them, faith in God is akin to the
belief that the Sun exists. Apostle
James rebukes such beliefs as worse
than those of the demons (v19).
What then is faith?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

16
What is the definition of faith or belief in God?

What is the relationship between faith and works?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

17
Henceforth, how may I let my faith be shown to others?

From Philippians 2:12, what does it mean to me to work
out my "salvation with fear and trembling?"

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

18
SAT, 19 SEP 2020

Take this day to catch up any readings missed
during the week.

What has God shown me this week (at work, at home, in my
small group) that I want to give thanks for and remember in
my heart?

…BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

19

//

13 SEP - 19 SEP 2020

What are some key thoughts from my small group
discussion through this week's sermon and questions?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

20
SUN, 20 SEP 2020

…But For The Least Of These
Micah 6:8; Matthew 24:31-46
What is God saying to me through today's
sermon?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

21
What is God saying to me through today's discussion
questions?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

22
MON, 21 SEP 2020
Deuteronomy 10:12-22;
Psalm 82
Is there grace in the Old Testament?
Often we misunderstand what Paul
says
in
the
New
Testament,
resulting
in
us
drawing
an
unnecessary dichotomy between law
and grace, as if God had given the
law to the Israelites as a substitute
for grace.
But in this passage we see that the
law is given to show humanity what
they were created for, and when the
law is broken, it is a move against
the image of God that we bear.

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

23
What is required of the listener?

On what basis is this required?

What is the nature of the God I worship?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

24
Why do I obey God?

Where do I fall short of caring for ‘the fatherless, the widow
and the sojourner’?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

25
TUE, 22 SEP 2020
Zechariah 7
To be socially holy is to discover
the justice and compassion of God,
and it is impossible to be holy in a
vacuum. In this passage, the people
of Bethel are holding onto a
‘mechanistic’ view of the temple,
“which regarded the building itself
as a guarantee of the presence of
YHWH”, but the mere completion of
the temple will not “guarantee the
return of YHWH to dwell with his
people, but it must be accompanied
by the ethical transformation of the
people” (Michael R. Stead, The
Intertextuality of Zechariah 1-8). It
is the same for us. We must not
allow ourselves to believe that we
can ‘do’ church, without also being
the church for others.

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

26
What were the people of Bethel looking for?

What did God say were their true intentions?

Was there a dissonance between their actions and their
attitude?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

27
How do I spend my spare time?

Do I pray about the money I spend?

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

28
WED, 23 SEP 2020
Micah 6
Most messages of accusation in the
prophetic literature culminate in an
announcement of disaster, but here,
a warning is issued and provides an
explicit opportunity for the offender
to repent and make amends (Leslie
C. Allen, The Book of Micah). In
other words, God is giving them a
way out, to prove the depths of
their love for God, as it is revealed
by the way they love the people
whom God loves. Note that God
begins his address with the term
‘my people’, a term of tenderness
and endearment, but also of
disappointment at how they have
taken for granted all they have
received from him.

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

29
What does the Lord require of His people?

Why does the Lord ask how he has wearied his people?

Does Israel have any excuse for their behavior?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

30
How is wicked defined in this passage and do I think it
applies to me?

Am I His people? What is expected of me?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

31
THU, 24 SEP 2020
Matthew 25:31-46
‘Works of mercy are a means
through which God encounters and
transforms people’s characters; they
manifest a transformed character
and through this manifestation they
lead to further transformation. They
are an expression of holiness and a
means to become more holy’ (David
Field, Holiness).
This is the relationship between
justice and holiness, and is an
integral part of our sanctification.

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

32
What distinguishes the sheep from the goats?

What is the relationship between the King and the hungry,
the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and the
imprisoned?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

33
When have I ignored the cries of the needy?

What am I being called to do?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

34
FRI, 25 SEP 2020
1 John 4:16-21
Holiness is social because God is
social. He created human beings in
His image to be relational creatures.
We become fully human when we
share in the relationships God
initiates with us through the people
He places in our way. Additionally,
loving anyone requires us to
actively be in these relationships. In
this way, we are surrounded by
community,
and
this
is
the
environment we need to receive the
grace necessary to nurture us into
the persons God created us to be
(Steve Manskar, No Holiness But
Social Holiness).

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

35
What is the basis of our love?

What are the implications of loving God?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

36
Where have I been fearful, instead of loving? What does my
fear lead me to do?

How can I rectify that by choosing to love instead?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

37
SAT, 26 SEP 2020

Take this day to catch up any readings missed
during the week.

What has God shown me this week (at work, at home, in my
small group) that I want to give thanks for and remember in
my heart?

…BUT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE

38

//

20 SEP - 26 SEP 2020

What are some key thoughts from my small group
discussion through this week's sermon and questions?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

39
SUN, 27 SEP 2020

…But For All Our Loves And Life
Psalm 145; Ephesians 5:18-20
What is God saying to me through today's
sermon?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

40
What is God saying to me through today's discussion
questions?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

41
MON, 28 SEP 2020
Romans 8:1-4; Philippians 2:6-11
And Can It Be?
We begin our Bible reading this week
by taking a broad sweep of various
scripture passages that influenced
Charles Wesley in his composition of
some of the most profound hymns of
the
Methodist
movement.
While
different scripture texts came to mind
as he wrote the hymns, Wesley took
the Word of God seriously even as he
penned those words that we often sing
callously. This week, let's allow the
Holy Spirit to speak to us even as we
think about these passages and how
they may indeed be for us an "exercise
in practical divinity."

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

42
Wesley took the passages and pictured
humanity as being bound in sin as a
prisoner.
But
Jesus
took
our
condemnation
upon
Himself
and
redeemed us. It perhaps speaks of the
incredulity that Barabbas would have
found himself in - that Jesus of
Nazareth would take his place of
condemnation and crucifixion. "And
Can It Be" was hence born of an inner
reflection of the high price God paid in
exchange
for
our
freedom,
our
salvation. It is often said that grace is
cheap but it is NOT. Grace is free but it
is definitely not cheap! It cost Jesus
His life.

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

43
How are we to live out the message of the Gospel in our
lives? In writing to the Philippians, Paul included a hymn
extolling Jesus' example of laying aside His divinity to take
on humanity. This we refer to as the Incarnation. What does
the Incarnation mean for Jesus? What does it mean to lay
aside His majesty?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

44
In our previous reading, we’ve come to know that it is not
good for mankind to be alone. Understanding that we are
made in the image of God and are blessed to have
"dominion" over the world as one community, what then
differentiates my role and responsibility in this world as
compared to the common interpretation of "dominion" that
this world has?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

45
"And can it be?" It is a question that we must each ask that God in Christ will take on our creaturely nature, to be
one of us, so that we all may be sons and daughters of God?
What should be our response? And in the final stanza,
Wesley wrote, "Bold I approach th'eternal throne" - what a
privilege that Jesus bestowed on us, that we can come so
freely and boldly before God's gracious throne. How do I live
my life such that I do nothing whatsoever that takes lightly
Christ's finished work on the cross? How may I live my life
following Jesus' example of incarnating His love to all who
need to see, feel and experience this love of God?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

46
TUE, 29 SEP 2020
John 3:16; Malachi 3:1-2;
2 Corinthians 3:12-18
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
We often sing rather unabashedly
about our love for God but in
Wesley, we find a posture where he
often begins with the priority and
the primacy of God's love. In one of
his most important hymns, Love
Divine, All Loves Excelling, Charles
Wesley develops the theme of
"Christian perfection" as a response
to God's love. The hymn may be
understood as a prayer, reflecting
upon God's premise of love. A prayer
asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set
us free from sin, and make us a new
creation in Him.

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

47
Consider the three passages that Wesley employed in
developing the theme of Christian perfection, in that
primarily we are motivated by the love that God has for us it is He who first loved us. Despite the fact that we are
(according to stanza 2) "bent to sinning", God still reaches
out to us in His unfailing love. How is it that Paul says that
"we are not like Moses" in the 2 Corinthians passage?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

48
Despite our "bent to sinning", how are we able to win over
our everyday temptations? How are we transformed from
glory into glory?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

49
Can I truly assert with Wesley that I am "changed from glory
into glory"? How is my spiritual life today? Can I, like
Wesley, respond with a doxology to God's goodness and His
gracious interventions in my life?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

50
WED, 30 SEP 2020
Genesis 32:22-32
Come O Thou Traveller Unknown
This
hymn
is
a
personal
interpretation of the story of Jacob
wrestling with the angel of God at
Peniel. This is a fourteen stanza
hymn found in UMH 387. The hymn’s
central theme is the intense
struggle that results in a total
transformation of one's heart and
being. In the hymn Wesley puts
himself in the place of Jacob, and
like Jacob he wrestles with God and
finds himself ultimately changed by
God's
love.
Similarly,
Jacob's
wrestling with God reflects our
individual wrestling with the Lord will we yield to the One whose
name is Love?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

51
Wesley wrote this hymn as a reflection of his encounter
with the Lord that changed him completely. How is Jacob's
encounter similar with Wesley's? How did Wesley apply
these fourteen stanzas in explicating his own encounter
with the Lord?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

52
Just as Jacob tried to ask for the name of the person he
wrestled with, Wesley understood that the One he wrestled
with is named Love. And ultimately it is Love that will
leave a distinct mark in his life, changing him forever. How
are we changed by our own encounters with the love of
God?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

53
Reflecting on the entire text I have read through, what are
some markers that I have raised to remember my wrestling
with the Lord? How have those struggles changed me?
How has the Lord changed me?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

54
THU, 1 OCT 2020
Psalm 145:10-12; Luke 4:18-19;
Acts 3:8
O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
This eighteen stanza hymn was
written by Charles Wesley in 1739
to commemorate his conversion on
May 21, 1738. It was first published
in 1740 under the title, For the
Anniversary
Day
of
One's
Conversion,
and
has
since
traditionally been published as the
opening hymn in Methodist hymnals
ever since Wesley's 1780 hymnal, A
Collection of Hymns for the Use of
the People Called Methodists.

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

55
Throughout the hymn, Wesley uses
poetic
devices
to
express
the
incredible nature of salvation which
includes seeming oxymorons such as in
stanza six: “Hear Him, ye deaf; His
praise, ye dumb, your loosened
tongues employ; ye blind, behold your
Savior come, and leap, ye lame, for
joy.” It is exactly to these seeming
outcasts - the least, the last, the lost that Jesus extends His ministry. Wesley
also uses antithesis throughout the
hymn to contrast the darkness of sin
with the light of Christ. And because it
is reflective of our human experience,
it is no wonder that Wesley's hymns
strikes a chord with all of us.

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

56
Accordingly, the famous opening line of the hymn may have
been inspired by Charles’ spiritual mentor, German-born
Moravian missionary Peter Böhler, who said, “Had I a
thousand tongues, I would praise Him with them all!” What
is it that we are to praise God for?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

57
Luke 4 points to the main thrust of Jesus' ministry, that the
world is invited to join in the celebration of God's
restoration of shalom. How may the church assist in
giving others a cause to celebrate God's goodness?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

58
Praise Looks Good On You as well as 10,000 Reasons are
both common songs sung in church. If eternal praise is
what I am supposed to be doing, how am I rehearsing for
eternity presently? What are some things that I can praise
God for today?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

59
FRI, 2 OCT 2020
Psalm 133; Romans 12:3-5;
1 Thessalonians 2:17
Blest be the Dear Uniting Love
Hymn scholar Michael Hawn wrote
of the hymn, "In many ways, it
reflects the most salient features of
Wesleyan theology and practice,
including a vision for Christian
community, the nature of Christian
commitment, and a glimpse into the
priorities of the people called
Methodists. It is indicative of the
true communal spirit that is
distinctive of Methodists worldwide,
which is exemplified in the Bible
passages selected for today. In the
hymn, Wesley makes the point that
as Christians we do not travel this
road alone. The hymn is not written
in the first person singular, but the
first person plural – “we.” Whenever
we gather for worship, it is in part
to
remind
ourselves
of
the
fulfillment of our baptismal vows a commitment that, though made
individually, is ultimately fulfilled
in community.

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

60
The psalmist in Psalm 133 sings of how good and pleasant
it is when God's people live together in unity! Is this merely
prescriptive or is this descriptive? Romans 12 gives further
description of body life under the lordship of Jesus. What is
Paul saying about uniformity and unity?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

61
This hymn suggests the possibilities of what body life in
Christ looks like when Christ is the head and we all
identify ourselves as parts of His body, directed by Him and
working as one in Him. We often think of being in Christ
only as an individual. What does Christian love and
community look like when we think of being "in Christ" as
a community?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

62
In His final prayer in John 17, Jesus prays that His disciples
"may be one", but sadly the church today is increasingly
divided. How may we live out Jesus' prayer in John 17?
How may Psalm 133 become the mark of our Charis
community? In an age of secularism and individualism, how
can we allow our lives to be so directed by Christ in
community such that others will see and know that we are
Christians by our love?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

63
SAT, 3 OCT 2020

Take this day to catch up any readings missed
during the week.

What has God shown me this week (at work, at home, in my
small group) that I want to give thanks for and remember in
my heart?

…BUT FOR ALL OUR LOVES AND LIFE

64

//

27 SEP - 3 OCT 2020

What are some key thoughts from my small group
discussion through this week's sermon and questions?
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